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********************************************************* 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

**************************************************** 

Mediator Panel Pursuant to  

Northern District of New York Local Rules, Appendix IV § 4.1  

********************************************* 

Name, Address,  
Telephone and Email 

Qualifications, 
Professional Licensure 

Affiliations; Bar 
Admissions  

 

Mediation Training 
and/or Certification Professional Experience  

 
 

Michael Balanoff  
 

427 South Salina Street 
Syracuse, N Y 13202 

 
315 - 703 – 6545 

 
mbalanoff@lscny.org 

 
 

 
Attorney - Admitted NYS 

and Massachusetts. 
Chapter 7 Panel Trustee – 

NDNY. Appointed 
Mediator NDNY USBC 

and USDC.   
 
 

Attended local mediation 
training approximately 

2004. 
 

 
Practice focused 
on commercial 
transactions, 
bankruptcy 

representation of 
debtors and 

creditors and 
workouts.  

 

 
Jonathan D . Deily 

 
8 Thurlow Terrace 

Albany, N Y 12203-1006 
 

518 - 436 – 0344 
 

jdeily@deilylawfirm.com 

 
Attorney - Admitted NYS 

and Massachusetts. 
Appointed Mediator  
USBC and USDC, 

Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court, NYS 
Supreme and County 

Courts and Albany City 
Court Mediator.  

 

 
 

1997 Federal Mediation 
and Conciliation Service 
Training; 2013 NYS Bar 

Association/Fordham Law 
Commercial Mediation 

Training; 2013 NYS Bar 
Association/Fordham Law 

Advanced Commercial 
Mediation 

 
 

Practice focused on lender 
representation and lender 
liability litigation defense. 

Also practice as a mediator, 
limited to commercial 

mediation. 
 

 
 
 

Linda T . T averni 
 

826 Atateka D rive 
Chestertown, N Y 12817 

518 - 494 – 4558 
 

tavernis@hotmail.com 
 
 

 
Attorney - Admitted 

NYS. 
 

 
Attended local mediation 

training 2004. 
 

Practice focused on 
commercial litigation, 

bankruptcy, real estate and 
small business collections. 

mailto:mbalanoff@lscny.
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M arc Ehrlich 
 

64 Second Street 
Troy, N Y 12180 

 
518 - 272 - 2110 

 
mehrlich@eapclaw.com 

Attorney - Admitted NYS. 
Chapter 7 Panel Trustee – 

NDNY. Appointed 
Mediator NDNY USBC 

and USDC.   
 
 

1997 Mediation training 
Conducted by NDNY 
USDC. Certified In 

Consumer Bankruptcy by 
American Board of 

Certification. 
 

 
 

Bankruptcy practice 
primarily representing 
debtors. Asst. Public 

Defender and Asst. Counsel 
for Rensselear County, 

Counsel to NYS Assembly 
Way and Means 

Committee. 
 
 

 
 

Rudolph J. Meola 
 

1822 Western Avenue 
Albany, N Y 12203 

 
518 - 713 – 2030 

 
rudy@meolalaw.com 

 

Attorney – Admitted NYS. 
Served as NYS Small 
Claims Assessment 

Review Officer. 
 

Attended local mediation 
training required at 

inception of the NDNY 
USBC panel of mediators. 

 

Practice focused on 
representation of creditors in 
both consumer and business 
cases. Represented creditors 
in NDNY USBC mediation 

process. 
 

 
 

Douglas J. Wolinsk y  
 

150 South Champlain Street 
Burlington, VT 05401 

 
802 - 864 – 0880 

 
dwolinsky@primmer.com 

 

Attorney – Admitted 
Vermont and NYS. 

Chapter 7 Panel Trustee – 
NDNY and Vermont. 
Appointed Mediator 

Vermont USBC.   
 

Attended training 
sponsored by the Federal 

Mediation and 
Conciliation Service and 

USDC Vermont.  
 

 
Practice focused on 

representation of creditors 
in both consumer and 

business cases. 
Representation of 

bankruptcy trustees. 

 
 

Jane R. Cottrell 
 

1 Buttonwood 
Rhinebeck, NY 12572 

 
917-575-4424 

 
janecottrell@janecottrell.com 

 

Attorney - Admitted NYS. 
Appointed Mediator 

SDNY USBC and NYS 
Supreme Court, 

Commercial Division, 
Manhattan.   

Regent’s College, London 
UK Mediation 

Certification, Mediation 
Center of Dutchess County 

Certification. 

Practice focused on 
litigation, including 
bankruptcy, contract 

negotiation and media law. 
Focus since 2001 on 
commercial law and 

mediation practice involving 
commercial, bankruptcy and 

matrimonial matters.  

 
 

Paul A. Levine 
 

50 Beaver Street 
2nd Floor 

Albany, New York 12207 
 

518-433-8800 
 

plevine@lemerygreisler.com 
 

 
 
 
 

Attorney - Admitted NYS 
and District of Columbia. 
Chapter 7 Panel Trustee – 

NDNY. 

 
 
 
 

Represented parties in 
NDNY USBC and USDC 

mediation process. 

 
 

Practice focused on 
representation of creditors in 
both consumer and business 
cases, bankruptcy trustees 
and general commercial 

litigation.  
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Daniel J. Tyson 
 

50 Beaver Street 
2nd Floor 

Albany, New York 12207 
 

518-433-8800 
 

dtyson@lemerygreisler.com 
 

 
 
 
 

Attorney – Admitted  
NYS. 

 
 
 

Attended training 
sponsored by the Federal 

Mediation and 
Conciliation Service and 

USDC NDNY.  
 

 
 

Practice focused on 
commercial litigation, 

representation of creditors, 
business negotiations, 

defense of petroleum spill 
litigation and medical 
malpractice defense. 

 
Joann Sternheimer 

 
8 Thurlow Terrace 

Albany, New York 12203 
 

518-436-0344 
 

jsternheimer@deilylawfirm.com 
 

 
 
 

Attorney – Admitted  NYS 
and New Jersey. 

Mediator USDC-NDNY 
Pilot Mandatory Mediation 

Program. 

 
 

FCBA Sponsored Training 
2008 and 2013; 

Bankruptcy Mediation in 
NY, NYC 2011. Jointly 

Sponsored (NYND-
FCBA, CRBBA and 
CNYBBA) NYNB 

Mediation Training 2015. 

 
Practice focused on 

representation of creditors 
and bankruptcy trustees, 

commercial litigation and 
counseling lenders and 

borrowers in commercial 
transactions, workouts and 

restructurings. Also 
represented parties in 

mediation. 
 

 
Leslie A. Berkoff 

 
400 Garden City Plaza 

Garden City, New York 11530 
 

516-880-7243 
 

lberkoff@moritthock.com 
 

 
 

Attorney – Admitted NYS 
and Connecticut.  

Mediator USBC-SDNY 
and EDNY and NYS 

Supreme Court. 

 
 
 

Served as Mediator in 
several bankruptcy cases 
in all phases of litigation. 

 
Practice focused on 

bankruptcy including 
litigation, creditor, debtor, 

committee and trustee 
representation, as well as 
corporate liquidations and 

reorganizations.  

 
Brian H. Bronsther 

 
12 Century Hill Drive 

Latham, New York 12110 
 

518-373-9000 
 

brian@bronstherlaw.com 
 

 
 
 
 

Attorney – Admitted  
NYS. 

 
 

Practice background in 
Securities Litigation and 
Real Estate Law. Jointly 

Sponsored (NYND-
FCBA, CRBBA and 
CNYBBA) NYNB 

Mediation Training 2015. 

 
 

Bankruptcy practice 
primarily representing 

individual and small business 
debtors. Secondary focus on 

Estate Planning and 
Administration. 

 
Brian S. Lyda 

 
139 Meyer Road 

Halfmoon, New York 12065 
 

518-379-9333 
 

brian@lydalaw.com 
 

 
 
 

Attorney – Admitted NYS, 
Florida and Massachusetts. 

Financial Services 
Licensure Series 6, 7 and 
63. Real Estate Appraiser. 

 
 
 

Jointly Sponsored 
(NYND-FCBA, CRBBA 
and CNYBBA) NYNB 

Mediation Training 2015. 

 
 
 

Practice focused on real 
estate transactions and 

business succession 
planning, including tax 

strategies. 
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Ira B. Lobel 

 
204 Milner Avenue 

Albany, New York 12208 
 

518-439-8399 
 

iralobel@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 

Attorney – Admitted NYS,  
Mediator USDC-NDNY 

Pilot Mandatory Mediation 
Program. 

 
 
 

Experience in mediation in 
labor disputes. Served as 

Instructor for several 
mediation trainings.  

 
 

Retired Commissioner 
Federal Mediation and 

Conciliation Service, current 
practice exclusively in 

mediation and arbitration of 
labor and employment 

matters. 

 

mailto:iralobel@gmail.com

